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M-B, Porsche and
Uncivil Warrior
the ultimate W12

BY JIM DIMYELLY 1
ARETOLRNEHY Sy LROL FHFACERALD

he GTO analogy—Pontiac, not Ferrari=is clearly o
ltthe uneven here. Mobody can dispute that what
enabled the Mercedes-Benz 500 E in its onginal e

formiveas @ taste fora plece of the tuner market, quite a -
wihile before it was sc named. In the Americar idiom, the - _-______________._-—-—-—'_

traveled course was, very broadly, United States emerges r = k
from Depression and goes to war. Oefense industry . ) \
blossoms. Young adults atquire extraordinary skills in
riglalworking and welding at airraft plants: Apaly them
to junk cars and create a massive performance aftermar- 4 3

lket. Become relably affluent. Detrolt notices and starts / f 3 - e N

actively cataring to them. and often thelr children, by | ; | % g
producing turnkey hot cars, J . ] . L ,.5 A &
‘ ] ‘ A ."'._ ]

Harallels to this phenomenon éxisted!in Europe on 3 . ,
variety of leels; the antry lavels for excitable young- . 4/ o
sters addressed by Abarth, Cooper and Dosding, to. s -

namethree. The divergence from American prac- S e '

tice occurred when performance shops bagan fr/a e j 3
serlausly addressine the capahilities of top- 4 5 1 , | TR 5

level European automobiles, and became rela- : o == -

tively small, If glowing, fixtures on the enthu- — e 4. R ©

sidst SCENE, Most notadly in West Germany, as § e o, W el e T

it then existed. The stars amone these avatars \ g L. - -'l'f-": & ¥ — =
i ;

of power and sesthetic distinction enveloped
Alpina and 3chnitzer, both concentrating on the
sedans of BMVWE Ruf began as & workaday repair
=hop before taking wing with explosively tuned B0
Persche 315 most notably its Yellowbind,
Among the vehicles from Daimler-Banz AG,
the unbeatable heaveweight of aftermarket
medification was AMG. the acronym named
for faunders Hans \Werner Aufrecht and Erhard
Melcher, plus its hometown, Groliaspach. It
got under way inl 1967, forging replacement
Mercedes-Benz engine blocks for severe-service
wsage before adding a raft of accessories and,
everitually, becoming a Mercedes:Benz subsidiary
Anothar AMD milestona was 115 marlketing of Fully
modified Mercedes-Benz cars. The mast influential, as
we'll see, was the HMammer, created by shoving a hand-
buitt. AMG-modified 5 &-liter V-8 from the S5O 5L, with
A60hp and new four-valve haads. into a 300 E sedan,
It became an immediate 19805 ican, kind of like Tog
Gun was at the mavies, all reward and no consequence,
Except. at least, at Mercedes-Benz, which was intrigued
that an efficiently conservative sedan could be lrehtnine-
stk intorolling folllore sa quickhy,
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Circa 1982, even exotic wood-and-lesther steering wheels required a DOT-happy sirbag. Bigpest

ehmngs, thawgh, Is the menusl gess lever poking up from the wesd venser

Renntech mechanical meds are matched by wild
cabin redo In Blaging blee and gray leather,

I've never turned the radio on in this car since I've had it. | don't need it. The best
sound you could ever hope to hear comes from the other side of the firewall.

Forwand march, then, 1o 199}, when
Eny and Ausdi were |'_|I.:|:.-'||1|:; FPaered with
thisir %45 and 54 seclans,  respectieely,
To these, Mercades-Bene added s own
500 F, as forceful a statement of terms as
aryy autonmaker issued during that e ke
Fai all b= -:.|||:'.hllg,' resonatnuiid Casso-laxs
Bres, this was the most beutal thing you
could by from a Menoedis:-Benr show-
s, I texk hee basic W24 |:-I.11I'-e:rm and
acdded in the MT19 V0 DOHEC VB, with
variahile intake wvalves, from the 500 S
It was pepged at 322hp and didn’t oven
it under the E-class hood until Mercedes-
Beng moveed ils battery ints the runk. The
&5 and 54 weren't humbled, bt cerfainby
el inbn FE'E-FI-E!.’HM qu-+41!-- I was
fhee ool surcesunr o e B gy, e if
AMG wasnt a direct source, Mast signifi-
cantly, howeever, the 500 E was the pood-
uet of 4 once-only collaboration bebween
Misrciles-Benz and, of all falks, Porsche,
Thee 500 E% hrief conceptwalized it as
a low-vidume mega-sedan with lawless
biild execubion, even by Daimler-Benz
abindlirds. The sensibile Ihmﬂ wois o hook
towanind Poasche which mgﬂll. _!Euiml [[]
build the 500 E af it Hosshe-Bau pland in
Zuftenhacsen, outside of Sutigart, where
ench car's basic body streclune was welded
||_'|p|_'lll-|'!r.

It oo seweral rogndd iFps by Erans-
pesrier between Zuffenhawsen and the
huge sercodes-Bene assembly complex in

':-'||I'11_':-E'|"I‘.1FI-.'1 iy gl cach 300 E cormpleied,
plue an abanarmal degree of hand consine-
tion and fnishing that nearly hiarkes back
b Crafl Era proctices. That, and the back-
and-forth, meant that eack 5000 F ook
ﬂFI-l:H'I::-’\.iI'I‘I..'III'.";!,- 18 full dawvs vo finisk, and
alin awured that the forthcoserg 2010
Fanarmera won't be the firsd pasenger car
with fowr doors assembled in a4 Poeiche
plant, The cheal with Mercedes-Benz called
o up o 2400 examples of the 500 E
o b busle at fulffenhausen each year |
didn nappen: The hubhbles tha! made up
the later boom economy wenen't hissing
with inrushing gas yed. Only 10479 cars
were built during iks three-year run, which
ended wish # renamied 2 thie ESO0 wihen
Meorcodei:-Benz mondened it alpdhuanunies-
ic rulet, A few mone than GO0 of them
came b3 the United States in 1993, A few
of those lell into the hands of buyén who
wanted gamilhing, cuen mose @ Il
and blazingly last,

Kight hene is where Rennlech enters the
story. Bt has strong ge—st.ntimul Fres. toy AR
and it amaong thae hﬂg-l,-t-li.'..'ﬂi i e
meess Bamed oy e Ulniledd Stted. HOdml
Feyhl Foamcked it n 1989 after a dozen-ycar
tenure al AMG, both in Germary and as
technical direcior of its Mol Amieican
r||:||_-r.='|l_i|:|n_t_ based in Chin aigh While at
AMC, ke was a hands-on membser al the
original Hammer development team, He
|t i-;jsl; a4 AN 4'I'h'|pp|=r| its relationsdips
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with distributors, including his, to instgad
sall AMG themed cars through Mercodos.
Henz dealeships, which it still does aow
as a Daimlier AL I|||I-::|i|1g

Based in Lake Park, Floricks, oud=ide Palm
Beack, Eenndech remains an esteemed
hate for Mefoedes-Benz mods, offsning
etras for peodkuch ranging from the SR
Kirlaren o the sman Serhan and 'H:m"u'ﬂ
van, Fevhl, bhiwever, made Benmioch's
rep b hammenng a siock W24 indo a
Harmmer Redus. This one is the only 500 E,
from either Benntech or fudfenhagsen,
el o % r.[ll:r'r| manial tranamission. The
Renntech Ben: and its history canmod be
sl ._-'||:1:|rec|.'|h-|| withiout first understandd-
iing iits | e theough AMG, Sindelfingen
Al Suscrhagrss

Cpuite appropiately, i was first comenis
sioned by & hardeore Porsche collecion, an
Mdaho phesician ‘1I.:rl:n_|:_ with a hase 500
E sedan from 1002, Fevhl's team stasd
true b e SO0 B% theme by inconxoeals
ing some esquisite hand workmanship
The Zuftenhausen S00 E was not a straight
I|.1|'J.|:||.1r|l_. Morcides-Bene having ool
e ihe AT 19 with bonpes, tuned ntake
runners for addilional fomue. Eennloch
wlarted with & hasic 5.0-liter M119 and
went soaring, Both (he bowe and sl
Rt g ||||'n:'.|-_-|'-:! el tock, the lathe !'-':.-
fitting a 560 51 crankshafl, Bringing the
displacement to & round-nurmber 6.0 [ibers,
The T0U0:1 faciory Cormpression ralio was

Dropping the hammen Bored. ftrokoed. fitted with lamgy camt and zilllon-buck ttanlam reds,
massively musthed MY V-0 makes this E-clns mordersasly rapid

maindangxd, byt Beamech sofsinutod 1.'i|.;_|'|[
feathery Kelbemchamide light-alloy pions
Ac first created o 1992, the Hennbech
SO0 FE—nr should we iy [ I ST
the S6 S0% fourspesd selomatic, The
doctor fram ldabo had ather (deas, :-F!:.{r-lﬂ
ing his Renntach E-clags in theae phises,
First, he returmed the Beng o Renntoch
for a series of engine upgrades, @ bot of
which are progoetary and haredone classi-
fied, We diy knowe thal Bitanium connecling
rocls of unclear manufaciune wnd specifica
tion were installedd as replicements, the

Kolbenschmidi pistons generally  having,
neen suppliod xx part of a full package thal
included pressized ping. As firgd built, the
Renntech E-class incorporated an AMG-
sourced chip for the Bosch KE-5 engine
rmanagemenl. The owmer wanted an elevat-
osd rew lirmsit, 0 besides the weightless rods,
custom-ground solid-lifter camshalts wers
efehiogdl—no further intelligence—plus pers-
femance valwe springs better suited o
their radicalized rlrllﬁh""\.. Cither upg'ad-r_ﬂ,
included finer port and intake polishieg,
and the installation of mouthy, Formula
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Fram undernaath, the BMW-sowrced Gatrag six-
speed manual enhance the pewer plonic.

1-spec (4. 5mm ntake. 39.0mim cxhausi
titanium valves and seats. Bogh I.ﬂ}-'lli.ll.i' il
and Fanumeton CoMeT wene a0 e
foeel. Rated Bomeposwet! How's 465 grab
vl

The Last imvodvesd B arviamiission, He
wanled a mangal, and Rennsech adam
e & Cendiap Type | '-ll.-i-]h'ﬂ"-l -I'Elllgl-"l.'.-lh
imtenmded for the BAW BE0CS] with soemie
imbernal handening, akong wilh Ui abone
mentioned underbody reshaping 1o make
it fil. Remntoch was already installing a
Gleason - Torsien near i itk 500 F indenpreta -
tions, al fired with 2,82 pearing. althaogh
the good dector ook his hack and reques:-
el a 22471 ratio v make his loggior,

Ths :.riﬂi'ml Hammer, By 500 E and the
Renntech croation all dhared rooderatioly
lowvered redle height—about an inch—hul
largely retained the factory Mercedes-Benz
chassie architeciure, Mol this one, b addi
ton to r-;_'|:||_||'_'v|_'|:|a|'|-':-|r|'\-e!.'|H|- whesls and
monstroue brakes, the owner did a retum
tripe and specified that he rear suspension’s
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il U me of the first things you learn about |

thiz car is that it really likes to rov,
We didn't know that at first because when
wa baught it, the mechanicals for the cam
advance, by which | mean the variakle valve
timing, weren't working on ane side of the |
enging. My brother foed that and Ehen we
found aut.

“You alse leamn how much different
it sounds from anything ele out there. |
There's a lot of naite that comes Inte play |
vilien you're deiving [ | can't belleve any
car like this would be as much fun a3 it Is If
it vrasn't for 1he sound imvalved. The shogk
value that it has here 5 infeedible.”

=l Hateh

[]
— ==

iyl analic 1..:'|.'-||_:-l.-1_=-|ir||:: cysiem Be removed
Renntech sales manager Bob Biady, wio
warked on the conversion, explained thal,
“Thee hepdraulics are nice and always keep
the car bevel, bur ar really high speeds, i
lemcls B oot Renmdech fited a big_gl_‘ﬂ' ar
anti-rosl| Bar, Koni gas shoeks and hardenes!
‘.'H.r'.hi"u!:_;: Tﬁ'llr';q':.-_ it alsiz has an ASE-dis-
connec, The best estimate teday is that the
bapyer sunk an incredible 160,000 into
thie car, which doesn’t include the SMSREP of
same SED.D00 for a neswe 300 F in 1992

lim Hatch, the scion of a kongtime family
of Mercedes-Beng specialists in Hudson,
tdassachusetrs, owmns the Benntech E-class
nawe. He cuaht to be somewhat immune
i pushinesa: The Hatches, affer all, own
three factory 500 Es. Hennbech's takoe,
thougph, hares bloodlus! in the manner of
thes NLInAm ‘.'.'ni.",.' afler an inderpive
pin of the Wiite Abum. I'll slice the
cinlness ip_!'d st of Yo

“Uhnee e, | waas |1'.‘=i-': r.-||.'i|l||_=‘ ey Diacl,
whi was in a Forsche Camesa 5 calsrsoles.”
fim recollecied. “Woe wene ‘.I'.'E'lg Ea!:'l'!.-
chzing 100 &4PH, bt il he'd mvissed a <hifi
I would have rammed him. As il was, | had
his rear license plate pracically rght in
vy windshield, Thats how quick this car
i%, The siv-spred is |-;,'.1II':.- only part of it It
sonmdls like & Vel and has a lof ol throak
ness, but its different. The best way o
hescribe it is chat the engine sounds mone
American than like amy other derceles-
Benz w-8. Iv's very similar fo @ BNASCAR
ergine ab the e of a siraight when if's
wistiiel up way past 7,500 BPM.

“I've peer turmed the radio an in this
Car since Pve had it | don® need it The
best sgund vou eould ever bope w0 hear
comes from the other side of ihe Rrewall
Mol af the ime | ba ng it i aboyt G000
RPN when | shait i, Bt irl go vy besvommd
that, This car has a wn of cam im i A bof,
All ol these Eglatd card were g litile ||;;!1|:
i the redr, Al bruthiully, this oame i, oo,

3004 HEMPAINE

N
Ratrafit, form-fiting Recara seats conmect with
race-derivad, complex S¢haoth Bamesas,

Twvist grip: Renstech added Frmness-adjustable
Koni shocks to extreme chagtls reipe.

but it's a deagsien 109 gol the Same Aloon
brakes as my Dwd’s Ferran Challenpe F160,
which s & _|:l||||| Il‘llllii:\.

“Iostill doesn't have o cupholder, which
the i ||.1|I|.|| 800 E didn'l have, eilher
There's no comsale, anyaay, becsse itwas
taken out when Renntech put the six-spesd
in. | don't carg,” &

Club Scene

Mercedes-Bonz Club of America
1907 Delaray Street

Colorade Springs.

Codarado 20905-2872

9-633-5427

VI MDCa

Dues: 545 Myoar: Mombership: 30,000

Pros&Cons

Pros

Vihack-job, bulgine muscle
Yau shift it yourself
One-of-one unigueness

Cons

How much did this cose?
Poundase mitigates comering
Still has na cug holder

PERFORMANCE

fi-60 MPH 4.3 sec,

1/4 Mile 13.3 sec.

Top Speed 165 MPH es7)

BAITD Block, cast-ahammum Henntedh
cylnder heads, dual cuverhead cars
Displacement . o S I5ECE 1363 cubic inches)
Bore astroke e 10D 0 84 B
Compeession raty......... 1001
Homapower & BP0 4758 5800
Torque @ APM e 420=1045Ft, 00 3, 750 {ast )
PAain bearings. ..o B
Fusl spstem.. o Badth KE=5 Jetrenic pont fuel inpection,
ABG dats chep
Lubrication system., ..., Full pressune, wet sumg
Electrial system............,  12-wslt
Exhaust system ., .........  Reanbech custom tubular Beaders,
resonaton, 3-way calaktic conerter
(TRANSMISSION |
Typalo s oot o 19597 Getrag Type E six-apeed manal,
al-mmichro
Ratiors: 5. & 551
nd 2531
3d ... 1.65:1
[ | e— 1,241
1| | e e 11 :
[ 1| [ 08310
[T 1 - 3.90:10
Type = Glaagen-Tarsen limised-slip

Ral.... FEETE

T i Rieciroulating ball, pawer assist

Rt ... 1401

Turng, kock=-10-0ck ., 3.2

Turring cirdhe ., i 36,7 fedl

TR e BN Towrewvheed Mydraullc, poes
as5EE, ant |I:.I:1 cantral

Fromt .o, 1 T=inch wertilated dac, sipaton
calipers

Rear. .. .. Vd-ingh wentlated die g prton
calipery

CHASSIS & BODY

COnstAscion....—...v..m... . Unitized stedd body with Front cross-
mamber

Body style........... R 11T T t sadan

[T, J—— Ay Front engine, rear-wheel drive

SUSPENSION

(v | F— | T A e
arrns, Ranntech 30emm anti-roll bar, coil
Springs, kom gas shack absorbers

REAMever i srrvrmenerenreeren N pEAdent, lateral and diagonal

links, Rerntach 20mm anti-rall bar, coil
iprings, Keni gas shock absoebers
LT T S— (T N

FOnGmear. ..o e 8.5 % Y810 % V8 inches

TS v rar e e BOCRESTOME Potenza 02 radial

FROMHEEL e 4 BASER1E f 28530FR18
WEIGHTS E MEASURES

Winesloaie 110.2 sncives

Onenal lpngth 187.2 nchet

Ol wedth T0LT &S

Orprall haaght 563 mdteit

Front track 6.3 inchaet

Rear track.__.. 59.9 inches

Shipping weight 3,700 pounds {est.)

CAPACITIES

Cranktase. .o B 5 CHRDTS
Cooling systern ..., 14 quarts
Fudd tank.....c.oeocve e, 1805 gallars
TrenSmission ..........oeeer 2.5 EINSS

CALCULATED DATA

BHP perec...coomvvere e, 00090
Weight per BHP ... 778 pounds {est.)
Weight per cuwin 10,19 peunds fest)

PERFORMANCE
B0 MFH... ..o 4.3 segonds

La-rrule ET ... 12,3 temonds @ 1085 MPH
P speed 165 BPH (25t}

PRICE

A5 tesbed, new S240 DOk (et
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