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Renntech’s Ferocious

t 110 mph, the cabin of Renntech’s SL 600 s a
hlri\ quiet place, so quiet | « 1]1& ar my co-dri-

ver's teeth gninding. The only disc nable noise
is a_sound likea distant offshore boar headin g somewhere
fast. For entertainmeénn.l drop a few gears .m.i boo
throwde just to hear something different. Bad idea, Incessant

rain has dampened the road and the slighe le ard nl pe

gives the car the majectory of a SAM missile. Noyitdoesn't
11_\ off into the douds, but rather breaks the far Nitto rubber
ltmm. in a brllant smo Lm Ji\pl:\ of hu.'h \;nu| power.
Domgdbulmu: from a dead start is easy; Irving the tires at
lrl'plc digits mﬂ & dtplaces this Mercedes in an entirely dif-

I\'!: hmn.l{:rtmm Fl:\hl of Renntech for o _'..!'-_ nme
Neatly, 15 years ago we tested a Renntech SL on 1 long
stretch of Flonida's Sawgrass Expressway. In R o
hour we had traversed mearly half of the Sunshine Sttc.
We'll never experienced a car So pawerful yer <o refined.

Byﬁm:tnuizetuPhotosByLesB«m«n\

Hsﬂmg and his conipany. Renntech are still at it, tans-
forming Mercedes es into frenuine supercars, This SL
600 projeer was built to Shwécm both Rqrenurfwl'n s tuning
prowess and Niro's Jnlest tire technology. Given the
mmmdm lhap.h,gmmm have gotten more

it bargaingd for—this beast qudmmgh tires on a
n@tdm

Invariably, people-want to know two things: Who did the
Emntanduh.ltsd\tmumﬂummwpanlsm Thre#
undred thousand dollars and '8 yours. Nito will even

throw in a few sct of tres. The pmnt part is tuul.ht:‘r lt

rmezmhgh«tedi paint job. The ke S
a secret proprietary blend based on acrual sil-
ver which must be applied in a clean-room

~environment to avoid mnummon After

i l-ulluumg the last rub-
prayved mthameulbchlm




SPEED METTLE

clear coat. The entire e wedure took more than four months.

“We were m»-|u|'\"| by cars treated with merallic foils,”
Hartmur recalled. “The reatment looked great but proved prob-
lemance over larger areas. This new process gives the car a more
solid look, like it's carved from one prece of metal.”

I can't help being reminded of the Naboo Royal Cruiser in
Star Wars. The ulumare effect is stunning. And from what we
saw during our testing, the paint appears to be as durable as that
of standard car. Oh yeah, plan on spending S80,000 for your ride
to look like this.

Although it's no slouch from the factory, Renntech squeezed
another 70 bhp and 120 Ib-ft of twist from the SIS twin-turbo,
5.5-liter V12, The engine has been crowned with Renntech'’s
intake, a beautitully designed piece wrought from carbon-Keviar.
Hartmut and crew spent many hours optimizing the space under
the hood and managed to create an intake that moves more air
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15 bhp. Renntech’s close ties o Mercedes alsa
write FCU code that increased harsepuwer (vig'h

and creates more power. The intake .-1!(m'o._nm;ﬂ~q%

tming) and throttle response while raising the t(lp" speed imue

- . » S 1 N
At the rear, Renntech's sport muftlers lend a Singularvaioe to this:
vehicle, one vou cannot casily forger. I

Mercedes tuners (1 use that term I(Ill*.il..'l\} often uve \
transmission, opting for more power without regard to its
cious use. In actuality, upgrading the gearbox is an ahsolute™
necessity as the stock ranny computer would not and could not
hold the power. Renntech essentially reprogrammed the auto-
matic five-speed transmission computer, giving it revised shift
points and quicker response (a huge improvement on the =2
shift). Off-the-line and midrange acceleration are greatly
IpPron ed while sull retamng a !-‘IL‘ltll"\'-m\L' smoothness.

I'he SL rides on the factory suspension altered with
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Renntech's electronic Iu\_\'-:r- . 4 Drivetrain

ing module. At the end of the . Longitudinal front engine,

day it's nearly a full inch closer | ; rear wheel drive

to the ground. Brakes are F& g

Renntech’s own recipe com- @% N | Engine

prised of Brembo, AP and |4 5.5-liter V12, single overhead cam,
three valves per cylinder, twin

turbocharged and intercooled

Modifications: Renntech intake,

Alcon components. Get this—
the eight-piston calipers grip
15-inch rotors. That's bigger
than most automotive produc-
ton wheels. Renntech's new
seven-spoke running gear
measures 9x19 inches in front
and 10x19 behind. Shod with
Nitto's 555 high-performance
rubber (245/40-19 in front and
275/35-19 behind), we're told
this setup is one of the lightest
currently available (like this car
needs to worry about
unsprung weight).

The body has been mas-
saged with Renntech body-
work including the front split-
ter, decklid spoiler and rear
diffuser.

“I only use stuff that works,”
said Hartmut. “We test all of
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