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Hartmut worked closely on the development of the W 124 E
300 6.0 AMG, affectionately known as the “Hammer”. When
the first U.S.-Spec Hammer was built in 1987, it featured a
32-valve head which produced 360 bhp and 400 lb-ft of
toque. The nickname “Hammer” originated in the United
States. The word hammer has a relevant meaning both

in German and English, so it stuck. The power of the car
hits you “like a hammer” and in German “Das ist Hammer”
translates to “this is awesome”. The Hammer was an
engineering marvel that left everyone in disbelief. Feyhl
was summoned by Car and Driver for the “Ultimate Top
Speed Shootout”, and with subtle modification, Feyhl was
able to reach 300 kph (186.41 mph). When reviewing The

Hammer, Car and Driver wrote “The Hammer covers ground

so quickly that you swear you can feel the earth’s curvature
racing to meet you.”
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IN 1989, with the blessing of Hans Werner Aufrecht,
Hartmut Feyhl founded RENNtech. The name is derived
from the German word “Renn” meaning race, combined
with “tech” in reference to technology. Bringing bespoke
racing technology to the street was exactly what Feyhl

had planned to do. What began as an innovative startup
quickly grew into a global powerhouse. RENNtech's first
location was in Delray Beach, Florida. The success of the

W 124 “Hammer” and the R 129 served as the backbone of
RENNTtech’s initial business. By 1990, RENNtech had already
expanded to a larger building in Lake Park, FL. Hartmut
had evolved the engine technology of the Hammer, basing
RENNtech Hammers off a 6.0 L M119 engine paired to an
400 E or 500 E wide body. Variances between AMG 300

E 6.0 L and RENNtech 6.0 Hammers depended vastly on
customer specifications and the year of production.

PHOTO 6 (TOP): The car that broke the mold. Restored
by RENNtech in 2020, this silver 300 E 6.0 AMG
“Hammer" broke 300 kmh (186.41 mph) in 1986, and
originally belonged to Hans-Werner Aufrecht, the “A”
in AMG.

PHOTO 7 (PG 45, TOP): With over 40 years of
performance engineering under his belt, Hartmut Feyhl
leads the performance development of Mercedes-Benz
AMG at RENNtech

PHOTO 8 (PG 45, BOTTOM): RENNtech SL 74 R —the
most powerful SL of its time, the RENNtech built M120
V12 produced 585 hp and 600 Ib-ft of torque. Today

RENNtech Classics continues to build the R129 in the
same manner as 30 years ago.
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